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keep this body if He has still to make some use of it. Let it perish
if it has fulfilled His purpose. In fact, I had thought of going on
a permanent vow of fasting if matters did not improve after the
fast terminated. Hakimji asked me not to think of it. "How can I
cast it out of my mind?" said I. It is in my bones, it is part of
my very being. I would ask Mussalmans to befriend the Hindus,
if they think it is not contrary to their religion. If they think and
tell me it is contrary to their religion, then I am sure I should
have no cause to live any more. I should die. I had a plain
talk with Khwaja Hassan Nizami Sahib also the other day. I told
him, "Why do you try to convert the waifs and strays and the
untouchables? Better convert me, so that after I am converted
many more might follow me. If those poor people embrace Islam,
they will not do so because they understand the beauty of Islam,
but for other reasons. Islam will not be a whit richer for them."

It was an impressive dialogue. I have not even done bare justice to it.
Shaukat Ali seemed quite overpowered. As he rose he said, "Three things I pray
for every day; the first is Hindu-Muslim unity; the second, that my mother
may live to see Islam and India free; the third, that Mahatma Gandhi's
mission may be fulfilled."

Young India, 23-10-1924

134.   TELEGRAM TO "OUTLOOK"*

[On or after September 19, 1924]

"OUTLOOK"
LAHORE

THANKS WIRE. TRUCE HARDLY MEETS SITUATION. WHAT
IS REQUIRED IS ELIMINATION POISON EXAGGERATION
MISREPRESENTATION INCITEMENT FROM PAPERS BOTH HINDU
AND MtfSSALMAN. I AM INTERESTED IN LIVING FOR
HEART UNITY. NOT FOR ARTIFICIAL PATCHWORK. WOULD
ASK YOU THEREFORE DIRECT YOUR EFFORT TO SECURE
THAT CONSUMMATION.

GANDHI

From a microfilm: S.N. 10493

* In reply to addressee's telegram of September 19 which read: "Muslim
papers %tmindar9 Siasat agree on Outlook's appeal observe week's truce from
tomorrow. . . . Please wire message of encouragement/1